
 

 
 

Shifting Economic Power: Dubai & the Future of Global Trade 
 

Overview: 
The Dubai Business Forum, powered by Dubai Chambers, provides the must-attend platform for global corporations 
and fast-growth businesses to forge partnerships, cultivate international networks and unlock new opportunities.  
  
Dubai, the global business hub, and gateway to growth markets, sits at a strategic geographical crossroads that links 
Africa with Asia, Latin America, Europe and beyond. In its position as a central convener of innovation, collaboration 
and partnership, Dubai facilitates a natural and unparalleled commercial bridge that connects the world.    
  
Against this dynamic backdrop, this forum serves as the catalyst for change, where visionary leaders come together to 
redefine the rules of success. Immerse yourself in riveting discussions and gain profound insights from global CEOs, 
heads of state and major investors across industries.   
 
Programme Verticals:  
 
Globalization:  
Fueled by fast-paced changes in technology and the increased mobility of goods, services, capital and labor, over the 
past decades, globalization has greatly changed economies, societies and the natural environment and has made our 
world more interconnected than ever before. 
 
Foreign Direct Investments:  
Global foreign direct investment is shifting, heavily impacted and shaped by geopolitical disruptions such as the war in 
Ukraine, high food and energy prices and debt pressures. Industry trends underline key challenges for international 
businesses and cross border investments that require combined global efforts especially for developing countries. Key 
emerging markets will play a vital role in driving investments in priority sectors. 
 
Digital Transformation:  
More than 75 bn internet-connected devices are expected by 2025, up from 30 bn today. The accelerated growth in 
the integration of digital technology in all areas of business will improve productivity and economic growth. The digital 
transformation will ultimately automate processes, reduce waste, and optimize supply chain management. 
 
Emerging Markets: 
Emerging markets today are predicted to represent 6 out of the 7 largest economies by 2050. As existing and new 
emerging markets enhance their local capabilities, they will become an integral part of the global economy.  
 

 
 
 
Day 1: 1 November 2023 
 
07:30 - 09:00 Registration & Networking  
 
09:00 - 09:05 Forum MC Welcome  
 
09:05 – 09:15  Opening Remarks 

H.E. ABDUL-AZIZ ABDULLA AL GHURAIR, Chairman, Dubai Chambers, UAE 
 



 

 
 

09:15 - 09:30 Finding the Balance: Prioritizing Regional and Global Trade  
Vertical:  Globalization 

Format: Keynote Address 
 
Overview: 
In the ever-evolving landscape of global economies, the concept of globalization has undergone 
significant transformations in response to recent events that have heavily impacted international 
markets.  
 
This keynote highlights Dubai's imperative role in creating the essential balance that reinforces 
both globalization and regionalization. Dubai is playing a crucial role in creating an essential 
balance that addresses the global economy but also enhances regional trade partnerships and 
domestic economic growth, how will those strong regional ties pave the way to success in the 
global shift towards regionalization? 

 
Confirmed Speaker: 
H.E. ABDULLAH BIN TOUQ AL MARRI, Minister of Economy, UAE  

 
09:35 – 09:45 Official DIEZ Launch     
 
09:45 – 10:10 D33 Agenda:  Positioning Dubai among the Top Three Global Cities 
 

Vertical: Globalization 
Format: Fireside Chat 
 
Overview of session: 
The ‘D33’ agenda aims to enhance Dubai’s position as a fast growing and attractive business hub 
with world-class quality of life for both citizens and residents.  
 
This fireside chat will explore D33’s enabling framework driving Dubai’s accelerating growth via 
investment in human development, skillsets and advanced technology; consolidating Dubai’s global 
competitiveness, innovation and knowledge-based economies; and building on advantages gained 
from Dubai’s strategic location and advanced infrastructure to raise the city’s status as the 
preferred destination for major international companies, investments and skilled talents. What will 
the future look like as one of the top three cities from a global perspective and what are the 
opportunities for international businesses and policy shapers to leverage D33? 
Confirmed Speaker:  
H.E. HELAL SAEED AL MARRI, Director General, Dubai Department of Economy and Tourism, UAE 
 
Confirmed Moderator:  
DAISY MCANDREW, Talktv Presenter, Former ITV News Economics Editor, UK 

 
10:10 – 10:25 DEWA: Shaping a Green Future 

Vertical: Foreign Direct Investments  
Format: Keynote Address   
 
Overview: 
Dubai Electricity and Water Authority (DEWA) is committed to sustainability and achieving the 
UAE’s Net Zero by 2050 Strategic Initiative. By leveraging advanced technologies, R&D and the 



 

 
 

tools of the 4th Industrial revolution, DEWA aims to redefine the utility sector, paving the way for a 
greener and more sustainable future. This keynote address will shed light on various innovative 
projects, initiatives, and programmes that DEWA is implementing to support sustainability and 
accelerate the energy transition to a green, circular, and sustainable economy, contributing to the 
UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 2030. How do these innovative initiatives and projects 
align with the Dubai Clean Energy Status 2050 and the Dubai Net Zero Carbon Emissions Strategy 
2050? 

Confirmed Speaker:  
H.E. SAEED AL TAYER, MD & CEO, DEWA, UAE 

 
10:25 – 10:45 Learnings from the Region to the World, by Jean-Claude Trichet 
 

Vertical: Globalization                   
Format: Interview  

 
Overview of session: 
The global economy has faced strong fragmentation post the pandemic, 2020 – 2023 was a 
learning lesson for the world that underlined the importance of economic resilience and global 
unity. The Middle East showed massive and fast transformation spearheaded by strong protocols 
and initiatives from the GCC region. As quoted by the former President of the European Central 
Bank, Jean-Claude Trichet, “economies have to be very prudent and cautious, and that vigilance is 
of the essence”. There’s a golden opportunity to do so across major transitions: energy and climate 
change being one; diversification being second as well as fiscal and monetary policies. How is the 
region addressing those three major transitions? This interview will highlight how the Middle East 
has prevailed post the pandemic and is in many ways stronger and more resilient than ever. 
Alongside regional unity, visionary leadership across the GCC was a key driving force behind this 
growth pressing ahead with efforts to diversify its economy. What are the key learnings that can be 
shared with the world on the region’s successful ability to reboot its economy in face of global 
uncertainties? 

  
Confirmed Speaker:   
JEAN-CLAUDE TRICHET, Former President of European Central Bank, FRANCE 
 
Confirmed Moderator:   
ALI ASLAN, International Presenter, Former, Journalist, CNN, ABC News  
and Deutsche Welle TV, GERMANY 

 
10:45 – 11:40 Networking Break 
 
11:40 – 12:00 Catalyzing Climate Action through Business & Philanthropy 
 

Vertical: Foreign Direct investments 
Format: In Conversation with Badr Jafar 
 
Overview of session:  
We all recognise the urgency of the global climate crisis and the critical role that businesses and 
philanthropic endeavors must play in combating climate change. This next session will explore how 
businesses can be better engaged in global efforts, looking at the strategies that might come to light 



 

 
 

in the upcoming COP28 conference which stands as a beacon of hope as global leaders converge to 
outline actionable pathways for businesses to contribute to shared environmental goals.  

Through strategic philanthropic investments, we can unlock opportunities for valuable research, 
community-based initiatives and policy advocacy, accelerating the transition to a much greener and 
more sustainable world. Additionally we will focus on the opportunities for businesses to actively 
engage in everything from renewable energy projects to sustainable supply chain management and 
catalyze change from within, driving innovation and fostering a culture of environmental 
stewardship.  

Conversation highlights: 

• How can businesses be better engaged in global efforts to combat climate change and 
nature degradation, and how will this be achieved in the upcoming COP28 conference? 

• What role can philanthropy play in addressing climate and nature action, and how 
impactful is this considering the immense scale of the funding required? 

• What opportunities are there for business to engage in the energy transition, and where 
are the most useful interventions required today to help accelerate this? 

 
Confirmed Speaker: 
BADR JAFAR, Chief Executive Officer, Crescent Enterprises & COP28 Special Representative for 
Business and Philanthropy, UAE 
 
Confirmed Moderator:  
DAVID EADES, Former Anchor, BBC News, UK 

 
 
12:00 – 12:35 Spearheading Growth for Dubai’s SMESs & Startups 
 

Vertical: Foreign Direct Investments 
Format: Expert Discussion  
 
Overview of session: 
Dubai continues to develop and implement sustainable policies to promote economic growth, 
create a competitive business environment, strengthen international economic relations, and build 
trust and transparency.  In Dubai alone, small and medium-sized companies represent close to 95 
percent of all local companies and 42 percent of the workforce, while making up some 40 percent 
of the emirate’s GDP. 
 
This expert discussion will highlight small and medium-sized companies as the main drivers of 
Dubai’s economy as well as the kind of initiatives and programmes that are being put in place to 
drive funding and improve performance. How will that boost Dubai's economic competitiveness 
and value proposition to companies, investors and talent from around the world? 
 
Confirmed Speakers: 
H.E. KHALFAN BELHOUL, CEO, Dubai Future Foundation, UAE  
SHAMSA AL FALASI, CEO, Citibank, UAE 
 



 

 
 

Confirmed Moderator:  
DAISY MCANDREW, Talktv Presenter, Former ITV News Economics Editor, UK 
 

 
12:10 – 12:25 The 4th Industrial Revolution: Mega Trends Shaping the Next Decade  
 

Pillar:  Future of Industries 
Format: TED-Style Talk 
 
Overview of session:  
Preparing for a new industrial revolution powered by technology and data will be crucial to the 
growth of future economies. This TED-Style Talk will shed light on Industry 4.0 and the substantial 
impact it will have on the global economy. Operationally intensive sectors in production will see the 
greatest change with a revamped workforce skillset. How will that directly impact the future of 
production and manufacturing?  
 
The Fourth Industrial Revolution has the potential to raise global income levels and improve the 
quality of life for populations around the world. What kind of industries will witness the fastest 
growth from the fourth industrial revolution? And which markets will benefit the most? 

 
Confirmed Speaker: 
PROF. HENRIK VON SCHEEL, Originator of the 4th Industrial Revolution, SWITZERLAND  

 
12:35 – 13:45 Networking Lunch  
 
13:45 – 14:00 Deals & MOU Signing 
    
14:00 – 14:35 The Global Debate Between Regionalization & Globalization 

Vertical: Globalization 
Format: Expert Discussion  
 
Overview of session: 
Globalization initially meant that global economies were coming together, but due to recent events 
that have heavily impacted markets across the world, economies are taking a new outlook, 
introspecting, and looking inwards. This expert discussion will delve into the changing dynamics of 
globalization and how economies are reassessing their strategies by turning their focus inward. 
 
Discussion highlights: 

• How will this movement impact the global market? Which regions will benefit the most 
and which regions will be pressured to re-strategize? Developing markets vs developed?  

• What are the advantages and disadvantages of this shift? Highlighting the importance of 
regionalization for economic growth? 

• How will free trade agreements, tax incentives and trade blocs play a key role in this 
movement?  
 

Confirmed Speakers: 
KHATIJA HAQUE, Chief Economist and Head of Research, Emirates NBD, UAE 
PROF. IAN GOLDIN, Professor of Globalisation and Development, University of Oxford, UK 

 



 

 
 

  Confirmed Moderator:  
  GEOFF CUTMORE, Former, Presenter and Co-Anchor, CNBC Europe    
 
14:00 – 14:15 Driving Innovation for Transformation: A European Perspective 
 

Pillar: Future of Globalization 
Format: TED-Style Talk  
 
Overview of session:  
Trade hubs are connected to the world and tend to be seismographs for change and disruption 
elsewhere. In an era of rapid change in the technological sphere, coinciding with impacts of global 
warming and armed conflict, both politics and business are in a continuous cycle of reaction to 
disruption, diverting attention and resources away from long-term necessary transformation. 
 
To achieve a climate-neutral and resource-efficient economy, massive amounts of investment in 
innovation are necessary. The bulk of this will need to be done by the private sector. Companies 
drive and move forward innovative solutions, products, and new technologies in order to stay 
globally competitive. 
 
Chambers as representatives of their local business communities can and should accelerate 
companies’ innovation capacities by fostering international innovation networks through their 
global chamber network. Dubai and Hamburg Chambers are starting a new initiative by interlinking 
their innovation ecosystems in order to combine complementary strengths and accelerate 
international market readiness and entry. 
 
Confirmed Speaker:  
DR. MALTE HEYNE Executive Officer at Hamburg Chamber of Commerce, GERMANY 

 
14:35 – 15:20 Dubai – A Global Pioneer in Foreign Direct Investments 
 

Vertical: Foreign Direct Investments 
Format: Panel Discussion 
 
Overview of session: 
Amidst uncertainty hitting global markets and fragmenting global trade, sustaining FDI has been a 
key challenge in the past three years. 
 
This panel discussion will accentuate Dubai’s ability to position itself as a leading market in FDI 
while setting an example for regional and global markets. Thanks to its strategic location, major 
trade routes, favorable tax incentives and strong policies, Dubai will remain an attractive and 
promising market for FDI inflows and economic growth. 

 
Panel discussion highlights: 
• How was Dubai able to take the lead in driving FDI inflow irrespective of global circumstances?  
• Which sectors are forecasted to grow even further in the coming years (tech industry, 

hospitality and tourism, real estate, cultural and creative industries)? 
• Dubai is anchoring more global and regional headquarters, what does that mean for the future 

of business in Dubai? 
 



 

 
 

 
Confirmed Speakers: 
H.E. HADI BADRI, CEO of Economic Development, Dubai Economy and Tourism, UAE 
SALEM AL SHAMSI, Vice President, Global Markets, Dubai Chambers, UAE 
DEEPAK BAGLA, President, WAIPA & Former MD and CE, Invest India, INDIA  
 
Confirmed Moderator:  
FIFI PETERS, Senior Anchor, CNBC Africa   

 
14:45 – 15:00  Thematic Investments: Opportunities for a Changed World   

Pillar: Future of Investments 
Format: TED-Style Talk 
 
Overview of session:  
Largely driven by societal and demographic changes, investing in new and developing megatrends 
will become increasingly important in the coming years. 
 
This TED-Style Talk will look closely at thematic investments that have grown in importance post the 
pandemic. Thematic investments ultimately focus on changing society – they are powerful, 
transformative and can heavily impact the global economy. More importantly, they drive innovations 
that can unfold opportunities for a better world.  
 
What are the current megatrends that are driving thematic investments from a regional and global 
perspective? Beyond current trends, this session will also investigate future investment opportunities 
that will also have a substantial impact on future societies. 
 
Confirmed Speaker: 
TARIQ FANCY, Former Global CIO for Sustainable Investing, BlackRock, USA 

 
15:20 – 15:35 Deals & MOU Signing    
 
15:35 – 15:45 Forum MC Recap 
  Closing Remarks - End of Day 1  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 
Day 2: 2 November 2023 
 
8:30 – 09:30 Registration & Networking 
 
09:30 - 09:35 Forum MC Welcome & Recap  
 
09:35 - 09:50     The Smarter ‘AI Adoption Journey’ 

Vertical: Digital Transformation 
Format: Ted-Style Talk 

 
Overview of session: 
Balancing the advantages of AI with potential drawbacks will be crucial for businesses as they 
continue to navigate the evolving digital landscape. This will ensure that businesses are able to 
sustain control while creating a balance and at the same time leveraging the key advantages of AI 
against selective domains.  

  
This Ted-Style Talk will investigate smarter and more selective usage of AI across various businesses 
and industries that will minimize risk and maximize efficiency.  With a strong perspective and 
experience on companies’ digital transformation journey, former Google Executive Ted Souder will 
unfold the concrete steps needed to ensure that businesses are safely adopting the use of AI in a 
manner that is seamless and well examined. How can businesses benefit from the opportunities 
that will arise from AI adoption? But also avoid the pitfalls that can come with rapid adoption? 

    
There are major uncertainties and concerns with AI that businesses need to navigate, such as 
whether their operations would benefit from stronger interventions or more stringent controls? As 
AI promotes leaner operations that could result in workforce reduction, businesses will need to 
evaluate how staff will be reallocated for efficiency.  

 
Confirmed Speaker: 
TED SOUDER, Former Google Executive, USA 

  
09:50- 10:35  Investing in the Future of Prosperity  

Vertical: Foreign Direct Investments  
Format: Panel Discussion 
 
Overview of session: 
The global reliance on technology has seen an unprecedented surge. The acceleration and reliance 
on digitalization have equally prompted interest as investors closely monitor companies that help 
connect data across various sectors and drive the demand for emerging technologies.  
 
This panel discussion will investigate opportunities in tech-related investments that will rise as 
more industries seek digital solutions. While tech-focused industries have benefited from a higher 
level of funding, nascent industries struggle to gather adequate investment support in their 
adoption of technology. 

 
 
 



 

 
 

Panel discussion highlights: 
• What will be the major investment opportunities in the coming year for advanced 

technologies? And for which sectors? 
• What kind of companies will take lead in driving more innovative and advanced technology 

solutions? 
• Where does the investment gap currently stand from an industry point of view? (Nascent 

industries that are seeking tech-related investment opportunities and that need to begin their 
digital transformation) 

 
Confirmed Speakers:  
KATHY XIAOSI GONG, Founder & CEO, Oneness Labs, CHINA 
NOOR SWEID, Managing Partner, Global Ventures, UAE 
RONALDO MOUCHAWAR, VP MENA, Amazon, UAE  
 
Confirmed Moderator: 
ALI ASLAN, International Presenter, Former, Journalist, CNN, ABC News and Deutsche Welle TV, GERMANY  

 
09:50 – 10:15 Foresight on Economies: Staying One Step Ahead 

Vertical: Future of Economies 
Format: Interview 
 
Overview of session: 
 
The principles of foresight and strategic planning have been proven to be beneficial across various 
industries and organizations, whether it’s speculating the long-term effects of the fourth industrial 
revolution or understanding the unintended consequences of our rapidly evolving digital 
revolution. 
 
As quoted by Dr. Noack, from Dubai Future Foundation, “as humans we favor immediate rewards 
over future benefits, our lives are now more consequential for the planet and a change in 
perspective is therefore necessary”. This interview will underline how economies can stay one step 
ahead by using foresight and strategic planning to create a better future. How can economies adopt 
key trends while carefully forecasting their evolvement in the long term? What role can 
governments as well as organizations play in this development?  
 
Confirmed Speaker:  
DR. PATRICK NOACK, Executive Director of Future, Foresight and Imagination, Dubai Future Foundation, UAE 
 
Confirmed Moderator:  
GEOFF CUTMORE, Former, Presenter and Co-Anchor, CNBC Europe 
 

10:35 – 11:05  Networking Break 
 
11:05 – 11:20 Deals & MOU Signing 
 
 
11:20 – 11:55 Driving Tourism in Dubai - A Playbook for the World 

Vertical: Emerging Markets 
Format: Expert Discussion 



 

 
 

 
Overview of session: 
As emerging markets target key sectors to foster economic diversification, tourism has been 
underlined as a key driver to GDP.   
 
This expert discussion will accentuate Dubai’s thriving tourism industry that has also fostered major 
investment opportunities. This session will set an example for economies around the world in 
Dubai’s ability to create a sustainable tourism industry that has also become a powerhouse for its 
economy (diversifying, boosting local job prospects as well as elevating its lifestyle offering - for 
tourists and residents). 

 
Discussion highlights: 
• What are the key learnings that Dubai can share with emerging markets in its ability to foster a 

sustainable/thriving tourism industry? How was Dubai capable of being 'the trendsetter' in 
tourism? 

• What are the key sectors that have benefited from this surge in tourism (direct as well as 
indirect influence)?  

• What are the investment opportunities that are directly linked to Dubai's tourism sector, 
investment opportunities in travel/aviation and investment opportunities in hospitality?  

• What does the future of tourism look like for Dubai? What kind of new innovations will be 
introduced to the tourism sector and how will that impact the overall market? 

 
Confirmed Speakers:  
H.E. ISSAM KAZIM, CEO, Dubai Corporation for Tourism and Commerce Marketing (DCTCM), UAE 
BRETT ARMITAGE, Chief Commercial Officer, Kerzner International, UAE 

 
Confirmed Moderator:  
DAVID EADES, Former Anchor, BBC News, UK 

 
 
 
 
11:20 – 11:35 Thriving Through Advanced IoT  

Pillar: Future of IoT  
Format: TED-Style Talk  
  
Overview of session:   
The Internet of Things (IoT) has revolutionized both our interactions with our surroundings and the 
operation of businesses. This industry transformation is driven by exponential innovation, 
continually enabling businesses to optimize operations. 
 
This TED-Style talk will delve into the rising use of innovative sensor systems, especially in robotics 
and autonomous platforms, which analyze data from connected devices and assist global industries 
in making informed decisions. How does innovation in the sensor chip market bridge the gap 
between AI and business growth? And what advancements and skill sets will further propel IoT in 
the future? 
 
 
Confirmed Speaker:  



 

 
 

Eric Aguilar, CEO, Co-Founder, Omnitron Sensors, USA 
 
11:55 – 12:10 Borderless Economies & The Workforce of The Future 

Vertical: Digital Transformation 
Format: TED-style Talk 
 
Overview of session: 
According to the World Economic Forum, by 2040 the supply of international talent will reach an 
all-time high. As the global population grows, present and future trends will continue to shift and 
transform the future of the workforce. Local governments must prepare to attract the workforce of 
the future. This TED-style talk will address transformations in the global workforce and the 
evolution of international talent pools.  
The workforce of the future will transform the way in which industries and businesses operate. 
With the rise of borderless economies, how can companies form stronger connections with future 
talent hubs and ensure continuous evolvement with the ‘Workforce of the Future’? 
 
Confirmed Speaker: 
DANIEL SUSSKIND, Thought Leader on the Future of Work and Author, UK 

 
12:10 – 13:10 Networking Lunch 
 
13:10 – 13:25 Deals & MOU Signing 
 
13:25 – 14:00 Buoyancy of Dubai Capital Markets: A Hotspot for Investors 
 

Vertical: Foreign Direct Investments  
Format: Expert Discussion 
 
Overview of session: 
Amidst global uncertainty, investors have responded positively to the resilience of Dubai’s 
economy aided by a healthy financial ecosystem. This expert discussion will highlight Dubai as an 
attractive market for Asian investors as well as companies looking to list.  
 
As Dubai’s Financial Market takes the lead and reaches its highest point in nearly eight years, it 
warrants the market’s strong inflow of capital. The recent sukuk listings on Nasdaq Dubai will also 
continue to strengthen Dubai’s position as one of the largest centers for Sukuk listings as well as an 
international center of the Islamic economy 
 
Discussion highlights: 

• What are the key factors that have prompted Dubai’s growth momentum in capital 
markets? 

• How is that increasing investor confidence in Dubai’s capital markets (vs. global markets)? 
• How does Sukuk issuance support the growth of the Islamic economy in Dubai? How does 

it provide investors with diversification opportunities? 
• Asian investors' interest in the opportunities offered by Dubai's capital markets 

 
 

Confirmed Speakers: 
HAMED ALI, CEO, Dubai Financial Market (DFM) and Nasdaq Dubai, UAE 



 

 
 

RICHAD SOUNDARDJEE, Head of the UAE Preparatory Team, China International Capital 
Corporation Limited, UAE 
 
Confirmed Moderator: 
ALI ASLAN, International Presenter, Former, Journalist, CNN, ABC News and Deutsche Welle TV, 
GERMANY  

 
13:25 – 13:40 Robotics: The New Office Companion 

Pillar: Future of Robotics 
Format: TED-Style Talk  
 
Overview of the session:  
The integration of robotics within the workplace will be an exciting development in the coming 
decade. As corporations look to adopt and develop the latest robotic technologies, local talent will 
divert their efforts to other specialized fields that will enable them to continue generating innovative 
solutions.  
 
This TED-Style Talk will investigate the harmonized integration of robotics within the workplace. This 
integration will become essential as businesses work to enhance their operations and efficiency while 
enabling their staff to focus on other critical areas.  
 
How can employees increase technology readiness to ease the integration of robotics in the 
workplace? And how can employers empower staff to reduce resistance? Ensuring that the next 
generation of talent is equipped with the skills required to succeed in the robotics and technology 
domain will be crucial to the growth of industries. 
   
Confirmed Speaker: 
DAVID HANSON, CEO of Hanson Robotics & Creator of Sophia the Robot, USA 

 
14:00 – 14:35 The New Power Paradigm: Consolidations in FinTech 

Vertical: Digital Transformation 
Format: Expert Discussion  
 
Overview of session: 
The fintech industry is completely revolutionizing the way consumers manage their finances and 
businesses manage their operations. A new wave of technology sector M&As will target fintech 
companies as a strategic growth move – ‘acquire, get acquired, or consolidate’.  

 
This expert discussion will look at this surge in M&A deal activity characterized by the consolidation 
of fintech companies that will speed up growth strategies and scale. Fintech companies will also 
look to form strategic partnerships with larger corporations to widen their customer base.  

 
Discussion highlights: 
• How will smaller fintech companies benefit from forming strategic partnerships with larger 

corporations? (The role/impact that M&As will have on the fintech industry) 
• Which sub fintech sectors will benefit in high demand from acquirers, investors and potential 

partnerships? (i.e., open banking, neo banks, digital currencies) 



 

 
 

• What does the future of this consolidation look like for the entire industry?  A few 
major ‘power players’? Better regulations? 

 
Confirmed Speakers:  
JANE PROKOP, EVP & Global Head for SMEs, Mastercard, USA 
RASHID AL ANSARI, CEO, Al Ansari Financial Services, UAE 

 
Confirmed Moderator:  
DAISY MCANDREW, Talktv Presenter, Former ITV News Economics Editor, UK 

 
14:00 – 14:15  Business 2.0: Harnessing the Power of AI 

Pillar: Future of AI 
Format: TED-Style Talk 
 
Overview of session: 
The transformation of industries is as a result of rapidly evolving technologies that will continue to 
enable businesses to optimize their operations.  Companies and industries that are deploying AI 
application will benefit from an increasing competitive advantage enabling them to become more 
diverse through the analysis of data across multiple functionalities. 
 
This TED-Style Talk will explore the future of AI in businesses that will propel major industries 
around the world while empowering them to make better informed decisions.  How will data 
analytics shape AI and machine learning in the coming years for businesses? What will be the role 
of AI as a major enabler in the business landscape?  How will this transform and elevate the 
competitiveness of the entire business landscape?  
 
Confirmed Speaker: 
CHRIS ANDERSON, Former CEO & Co-Founder, 3D Robotics, USA 

 
14:35 – 14:55  Dubai's Digital Revolution: The Entrepreneur’s Playbook 
 

Vertical: Foreign Direct Investments 
Format: Interview 

 
                          Overview of session: 
 

At the height of Dubai becoming the ‘Silicon Valley’ of the Middle East, Div Turakhia established the 
ad-tech company Media.net in Dubai Internet City which was later sold for over AED 3.3 billion 
($900M) in one of the largest ad-tech deals in history. Media.net was Div's 3rd startup exit, with 
the prior two being sold for over $100M and over $200M each. In 2022, Div founded Ai.tech 
(globally headquartered from Dubai), a cutting-edge startup studio that has incubated a few 
different businesses, the largest of which is Advertising.tech.  Advertising.tech develops machine 
learning technologies for media buying, and licenses diverse online advertising solutions to 
prominent companies within the ad tech industry. The Ai.tech startups now exceed 1000 
employees worldwide.  
 
What key learnings can Div share when it comes to capitalizing on lucrative opportunities, 
especially in a city like Dubai which remains a major hub for entrepreneurs? 
 



 

 
 

As a serial entrepreneur and the youngest self-made gulf billionaire in 2017, Div’s story of success is 
an inspiration for Dubai and the world. This interview will delve into his journey in Dubai, a city that 
was a big facilitator of his success. The session will also underline the resilient business ecosystem 
that supported him throughout his journey. 

  
Confirmed Speaker: 
DIV TURAKHIA, Founder, MEDIA.NET 
 
Confirmed Moderator:  

  GEOFF CUTMORE, Former, Presenter and Co-Anchor, CNBC Europe  
 
14:35 – 14:50 Strengthening Cities' Relationship with Nature 

Pillar: Future of Cities 
Format: TED-Style Talk 
 
Overview of session:  
Major cities used to have a solid focus on modernized urbanization a few decades ago, this was very 
evident in the GCC as the region took a sudden shift towards more advanced urban development.  
 
This TED-Style talk will explore the major challenges that are currently impacting nature and 
biodiversity because of rapid urban expansion.  How can markets resolve these challenges while 
leveraging nature-based solutions within their urban planning? 
 
Building more sustainable cities that work in harmony with nature will be the backbone of urban 
development. What are the major steps that cities need to take to preserve their ecosystem, 
especially developing markets as they expand into some of the world’s most biodiverse regions.   
 
Confirmed Speaker:  
GREG LINDSAY, Senior Fellow, NewCities, USA 

 
14:55 – 15:10 Deals & MOU Signing 
 
15:10 – 15:20 Forum MC Recap  

Closing Remarks - End of the Dubai Business Forum 


